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It's been quite a while since the last Waterlog, mainly because not enough ammunition has been forth
coming for another issue. Now that we are armed and dangerous once again, we will endeavour to have a 
good time relaying information to our club members. Incidentally, those who have not submitted their club 
dues (due last October) will not be receiving any more copies of the Waterlog. Depending on the mood of 
our membership director, the miscreants who have not paid up, may or may not even get this issue. 

Lots has happened since our last issue, including two exciting trips down south, one to Cuba, the 
other to Nassau, where several club members partook of a shark dive. Rumour has it that our esteemed 
Web-Master even learned how to toss his cookies underwater (several times yet) after a surprise bout of 
food poisoning from lunch. (Don't try this in the pool, or at home kiddies). Of course, due to the excellent 
training received from our club, he didn't have any problems, aside from being a tad uncomfortable .. 

I would encourage all students to consider attending the club's first dive of the season at Cedar point 
as these are easy, shallow and clear water dives, with lots of interesting stuff to see and explore. I make it a 
point to go on this dive to lend a hand and help alleviate the students' fears about the real diving world. 
You'll find the diving to be fun, easy, and J, promise you won't have to do any of the skills that we are con
stantly testing you for in the pool. 

On another note, "Oliver" played at the Markham theatre the last week in February, and our own 
Colin Darg was the official photographer of the cast and orchestra (including myself). I must say you all 
missed an excellent play, and I'm still humming the catchy tunes. The sound guys told us they'd never heard 
as good a "pit" band as ours that week, so you missed a great evening of entertainment. 

I am planning one quick issue of the Waterlog before the open water, so I'll include a list of things to 
bring, when that issue comes to fruition. I'll also include a few other interesting tidbits when the time comes. 
Stay tuned, the next edition will have all the open water information you will need. 

Special Request For Help! 
Each year, Art and Lukie Dewaard are kind enough to offer their home for our annual King Neptune's party 
which is also the club awards night. Unfortunately, Lukie broke her leg skiing recently and that leaves poor 
old Art to get their home ready for the annual club invasion/party ifLukie is not up and about in short order. 
Even if the cast is off, there is a lot of preparation, and her leg is bound to be weak and sore, so I think it 
would be very nice if we could get a few volunteers to help Art with the preparations for the party so that we 
can continue to enjoy the hospitality of Lukie and Art in the future. Please give Art a call before the party if 
you can help with any preparations or cleanup, and believe me, it will be very much appreciated. 

So, to Lukie, get well soon, the rest of the students, I will see you in the pool on April 12, and wait for the 
next edition to give you all the poop on the Open Water Weekend. 



Odds&S<>ds 

Review Night/or ALL STUDENTS (even the/all class) 
From Brian, Steve and Leonard comes this announcement, especially for the students. On April 12 1999, we 
will be holding a pool (only, no classroom) review night for the students from the fall (1998) class and the 
students from the spring ( 1999) class. This class is intended to be a final quick review of all the skills learned 
in the pool, for example, how to put your gear together, as well as a get together for the fall and spring class 
members. Equipment is provided for free, but you must call Leonard at the shop (905-660-6359) to book 
the equipment. Once Leonard has your name down, you are assured of a tank, reg and BC being available 
for you that night. No call, no equipment. It is a good idea to come out to the pool for this night, to re
acquaint yourself with some of the skills that will be demanded of you on the open water, under somewhat 
more trying conditions. 

@ s~ lD~ go 0~ s~ ~! ! 
The Canadian Sub Aqua club, would like to formally say "Hi" and "welcome aboard" to the following students 
from the Spring (99) class: Mr. Bruce White and his son Steven, Derrick Cheung and his buddy Umut Ulge, 
Mr. Alf Hepplestone (who is already on Steve and Brian's ahem, sh*t list), and last, but not least, Mr. Chris 
Brown and his daughter Kristen. We know that club members will go out of their way to make our new 
"guppies" feel at home and help them when they ask for assistance. Our newest members will be impressed 
with the fun and caring attitude held by the club and hopefully decide to continue on the great relations by 
joining the club when everyone's membership expires in October. 

9uess rh,e A-~rriv~t P~te e,"ntest 
As most of you already know, our assistant editor Leslie Simons is "with child" and shall soon deliver a 
bouncing baby boy or girl. As David and Leslie like surprises, they have not enquired as to the sex of the 
soon-to-arrive diver-to-be. All we can say is that the baby is due near the end of April. Can you tell us when 
the baby will arrive?? Leonard has kindly donated a surprise package of goodies from his dive shop, to be 
awarded to the person who most closely predicts when Leslie will deliver "the goods". All you need to do to 
enter this contest, is scribble on a piece of paper, your name and the due date and time of day of the baby, and 
make sure it gets to me (brian). Or you could email me if you so choose, but I need a record (not just word 
of mouth) of your prediction. If two people are equally close (either over or under by a day or two), then 
whoevet guesses closest to the time of arrival will win the prize. 

Announcing the 1999 Scrounge Awards 
Yet ano~her incentive to go diving with the club this year has been introduced. The club is featurin~ five (or 
more) diving excursions this summer. At the end of each dive, the club member who finds the most mterest
ing objebt under the waves will win a prize! That's right -- now the rusty old relics you find on your under
water trkvels may actually be worth something. 

I 
So, sigrp for some club dives and rememb.er to keep your eyes open while you explore. See Dive Schedule 
for a cor plete schedule of dive trips this spring and summer. 

I 



Odds&· S<>ds (C<>I1~.) 

Skeleton Lake Awaits and A Hectic June Is Coming Up! 

Just a reminder to students and club members alike that our annual open water weekend is fast 
approaching, and will be May 28, 29, 30. The following weekend (Saturday June 5) is the Unionville 
Festival, where the club has a booth to explain scuba and answer questions from prospective students. 
Saturday night (June 5) is also King Neptune's Party, (AKA the annual club awards), where the students 
will get their diploma's handed to them by King Neptune Himself (see Awards Night page for more info). 
After a weekend reserved for a slight breather will be the first open water club dive on J une 19. This is an 
excellent tune up dive for club members and a special dive for our new students. The dives are easy, warm, 
clear, fun and shallow so it's perfect for the newly initiated into Scuba as well as the old salts in the club. 

To The Netheads In The Club 
If you have and use an email address (internet address for the non-netheads), please send a quick message to 
paul.hacker@sympatico.ca, so we can keep your email address to stay in touch for special events etc. If you 
don't have an internet account or don't have a computer, don't worry. Now if you can't recognize a computer 
at least two out of three times, then you need to start worrying hahaha .. 

:f eJ, A-nPtlier Fu} !Vtjlit 617/ntflf Ujtll 
You don't think we could possibly go for more than 2 months without a pub night do you?? Well, of course 
not. This next pub night will be on April 14, at SPM at "Jakes"at 202 Main Street in Unionville. Be there 
or be square. 

Un...ion:vill.e Fes"ti"V"a.l.., We Need You.r H:e1p! 
Saturday June 5, marks the annual Unionville Festival, and our club will be hosting our usual booth where 
we answer questions and explain the scuba world to prospective students and passersby. We need your help 
in manning the booth for a couple of hours if you can spare a bit of time. Of course following the Festival is 
King Neptune's Party at Art Dewaard's home. If you can spare a bit of your valuable time to help, please 
contact our illustrious President, Don Woods (phone number in Rogue's Gallery) and let him know. 

Another Theatre Night 
by Colin Darg (photographer at large) 

Markham Little Theatre's next production is "SINNERS", a comedy by Norm Foster, which runs from April 21 to 24 at the 
Markham Theatre. Curtain at 8PM, Tickets are $15 .50. Seniors (for those who admit it) and Students, half price on Thursday. 
Unfortunately, there is no reduction in price for group bookings. Box Office (905) 305-7469. 

Recently, I have been to a couple of rehearsals and it looks as if this will be a very funny and sexy show and should not be missed. 
Wednesday is opening night and after the performance, patrons are invited to stay and meet the cast and enjoy complimentary 
coffee and deserts. 

I recommend Wednesday or Thursday nights as your first choice for best seating, as Friday and Saturday nights are heavily 
booked. If you want to get a small group together of you and your friends or club members, I su·ggest you call the Box Office and 
book your tickets soon. 

It looks like a very funny show and I am sure anyone going to this production will enjoy it and meet the people they know. Let's 
get as many club members out as possible and enjoy an evening together at the theatre and have a good laugh. 

(ps) don't worry, I am not in the cast. See you there!! Colin Darg ... 



May,28,29 
&30 

June 19 

CANADIAN SUB AQUA CLUB 
1999 DIVE SCHEDULE 

Checkout weekend Skeleton Lake. Wilson's lodge (bring two tanks) 
Fri. & Sat. night accommodation. Sat. & Sun. continental breakfast included. 
Sat. night barbecue dinner included. Bring lunch for two days. 
Dive Co-ordinator: Leonard Teuma-Castelletti, 905-660-6359. Cost $95. 

Dive Georgian Bay on the Argonaut diver at Cedar Point. Air on board 
Steak barbecue after dive, included. Excellent dive for newly certified divers. 
Wrecks: the Marquette, the Michigan, Mapledawn and more. Spots for 16 divers. 
Dive Co-ordinator: David Wong, . Cost $55. 
Five spots for non-divers, $25 each. 

The following two dives will be co-ordinated by the club in partnership with. Leonard 
Teuma-Castelletti. Both dives can accommodate up to 20 divers, with up to 10 spots 
available through the club and 10 available to dive shop clients. A guaranteed good time 
and an opportunity to dive with some new buddies! 

July 17 & 18 Dive Kingston two days. 10 divers maximum. Two dives per day plus one night dive. 
Dive wrecks like the Wolflslander, George A. March & Comet. 
Arrange your own accommodation: camp, arrange your hotel, or book B&B. One possible 
location is the Museum Ship Alexander Henry. Call 
Bring two tanks. Dive Co-ordinator: Kathy Kroschel, . Cost $ 65/day 

Aug. 14&15 Dive Brockville two days. Canada's warmest dive destination. Many wrecks and 
scrounge opportunities. Great lunch included on dive boat. 10 divers maximum. 
Hotel & Camping available. Bring two tanks. Dive co-ordinator: Lisa Sherin 
Cost $ 65/day • 

Aug. 21 Kirkfield Quarry, located close to Fenelon Falls, is an excellent one-day 
dive. When the quarry filled, much equipment was left behind. 
Carol & Bill Hughes have invited the club for a B.B.Q at their house after the dive. 
Follow Hwy #48 to signs for Kirkfield lift lock. Meet at Lock's Nest Restaurant at 9.30 am. 
BBQ will be at Carol & Bill's. Bring your family! The non-divers are welcome to wait for our 
return at Bill & Carol's house. Cost $5. How can you beat that price? A nice day trip. And 
remember last year!!! 

Sept. 11&12 Dive Tobermory on the "Lark" on Saturday, Sunday shore dive. Two tanks. 
Camping at Toberrnory Village campground or arrange your own accommodation. 
Barbecue Saturday night at Art Amos' place. Art is providing the food for the 
barbecue. B.Y.O.B 
Dive Co- rdinator: Art deWaard, Cost $55 

Dates and cost in bold re final. 



·.· .. . 

... :· ... : 
.. .; .. ; 

.. · . .. ... ····· . 
. :··:.:-:>· ... ,.·· .• ..... ··.····sclJBA .. SWA·fli~- ·-······ 

.. - · . ·· .- .. ·.::·.... -·.:: .. 

. . . ·· ···. 

swapl>ate and Roufs : _·_ .. · .... 
Saturday April 17 ~ .1999, · 
from ~ : 00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.·. 

. . ' · 

Equipment diop.:off, F i-iday April 16; 
from 6:00 f):in . to9:00 p.m .. < · 

: : ·~ .. · : .. -···- ... ·· 

· ··. to cation . · . . · :·· . 
:·_:· .. :: .::· .. ·.: ....... · 

The .Swap is being held at'the-Etobicoke •_.· 
·.·· ·. ol)impitiln, 590 Rathbl.lrri Road: EtobiC.oke; 

. . ·· · drtfario. · · , . : • : : ,. · 
.. 

...... ··:·.· .. · .. ·. _._ ....... - .... . 

.. · _: .. .. . : .. /. Froin ~4101 and _p.~ints north... > :/ J 

: .. : : · ... : ~ 
.:·· . 

. .. : . ~ ...... . : . ... · .. ... 

.· :~ . > .. ·· .. · ... ·•• 

.. ··· .·· . 

.. ·· . . 

: ........•.... •::.···· 

.. . . •· .. . . 

. · _, .· 

.: .· 

Take HWY 4217 southccilie~foi to • < .· · · ... ; ·· 
·· .. · .:. 

r . .. . ..... . --·: .. ... : .. . : .... · . -.·. . ... .. 

· ' Holiday Drive;- follo\y ) tone blbck"\\fest . < .. . 

and tum.right {north} ortfoJhe WestMalL :. . .· ;· . , 
... · ... · _ ..... · .. ·. ·.· . ·.·· Tlim foft(west) · onto Rathbfurl Road. • .. · <~. • / · ..... ·· 

. . The Olyrnpiilm -is onyoliri1ghtjust ·p~st · 
< .Reriforth Diiv6. -·• ·· · < _. =.· >• · · .. 

·· ... . 
.:··.·: 

.··· .··. "< .:·.·· ··· J ..•....•. · >·: / ; : . . . : . . 
From· QEW and poirits south-;~~ . > · .· · 

.. .·. 
···· ····•·· .:: ;: .· 

._..·· . 

· i if ilib1:itf 1~~~:~1~tW~tfiJZipill!n ...... · .... . 
. . · .· < is _on your rig~}just p~st ~e.nf ()i1Ji•I>.:ive. • . . ... · . : '. · ·. -::-. . 

. . ... · .·. .. . 1- : .. > . : . 
. · .. · ........ ·. . .. ··~· ~ : 

<N ... ·· .. : .. ·· 
.. ··/!\;·· 

.......... · ;··> 

.: ..... · .. ·· ........ .. · 
... ...... · .·. 

. ~ ...... : ........... ·· _·_:::_::· 1 > 
:·· .. : .... ·· 

··.·::: ... :_ ... 

. .... · .·:: ·.:.- .... · 
... · 

... ···· .. ···· · .. · ....... 
.. · ·:_: ... ~ . : .: .... . . . . . . . 

. : •. ···; R~lidayl}ri_ve .1--· ....... ·"""'----. 

··. ·.·:·· 

.... · .. : ~ ..... 

.. ·,·······~ ··.· (1l . 

··· ~ ·.· · ~ 
··.·. 1 ~ 

" t.l . ~ -
. . .... i;;;.. .. · ...... ... '\ ·.• 

. · ..... . :. I."-' 
. . ....:.J · .. 

.'· ... . ·· 

··. · · . 

. . . ... :· .... ~ : .... . •·.· ..... Q._ .. E .. w .. ·.· .. · ... ··• ·:·· 
:.· .· .. · . . 

· ..... __ .._.-;.-""---------------------------------.....--;.;;;.. ________ __ 



Course Dates: 

Advanced Training Notice 

PADI MEDIC FIRST AID COURSE 
Includes BOTH First Aid AND CPR 

Cost $85.00 includes everything (text cd-card etc.) 
Useful for any diver, and you don't need to be a divemaster! 

Monday April 19 7:30PM to lO:OOPM 
Monday May 3 7:30PM to lO:OOPM 
Monday May 10th 7:30PM to lO:OOPM 

For those people wishing to take CPR training only (no certificate issued) 
Cost only $20.00 Monday April 26 7:30PM to lO:OOPM 

All club members are encouraged to take at least one of these courses as they are useful not only at the 
divesite, but at home, work, play or wherever you go. You never know when you might be able to save a life 
by administering CPR or helping someone who is choking. The person who saves you from a similar situation 
has undoubtedly had this training already!! 

Call Leonard at the shop to register for either of these courses (905) 660-6359 

Kingston Diving This Summer!!! 
by Kathy Kruschel 

Now that you've reviewed this issue's summer dive schedule I'd like to expand on why choosing the 
Kingston trip as one of your dive choices on July 17 & 18 will be one of the wisest ones 
you make this summer. 

Not only does Kingston offer a variety of sunken wrecks at varying depths of50 - 100' in warm, clear 
water -- there's also a number of activities for the non-divers as well, including touring Fort Henry, taking 
the ferry to Wolf Island, or visiting the local marine museum and the numerous shops in downtown 
Kingston. · 

For the low fee of $65 per person per day, you'll be treated to three dives on Saturday, including 2 
day dives and a tentative night dive aboard the sunken Wolf Islander, and two dives on Sunday. Bring two 
tanks along if possible, as air fills can be obtained locally but are not provided on board. 

Accommodation in Kingston is plentiful, with numerous bed and breakfast choices in town, including 
the John Henry which is a boat/bed & breakfast. For those who don't mind a 20 minute drive there's the 
Millhaven Inn with its scenic view of the bay which offers double occupancy rooms and cottages with 
barbecues for up to 3 couples. 

Once divers have signed up I'll be glad to give you the name and numbers of any of these accommodations. 
We've already booked 2 boats for this popular dive, and 10 spots are being held specifically for our club. To 
avoid disappointment please book as soon as you can with me, Kathy Kroschel and to 
guarantee your spot the full $130 will be required, either by cash or cheque payable to the Canadian 
Sub Aqua Club. I promise you'll remember this as one of your best dive trips this summer!!! 



CANADIAN SUB AQUA CLUB 
BARBECUE AND AW ARDS NIGHT 

The club is holding its annual barbecue and awards night. The menu includes steak, baked potatoes, 
salad and wine for dinner. 
Soft drinks, coffee and some great deserts for after dinner. 
For after dinner drinks BYOB 

• Bring your friend spouse partner or kids. 
• Hamburgers are available for the kids. 
• Vegetarian hamburgers will be available. 
• This is a fun event so plan on' attending. 

Please bring lawn chairs 
If you play a musical instrument please bring it 

Directions: Go east on the 16th Avenue at HWY 48. 
We are the forth house on the north side past the high school. 

There may be a possibility King Neptune will honour us with his presence. 

Colin is looking for volunteers to bring and prepare some of the food, please give him a call. 
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{frr@m the [dit@r' s Desk! 
Once again, we find ourselves ready for another open water and another great season of diving! This 

issue is intended to help everyone dust off the equipment, and remember where the heck the open water is 
held. You will find several maps included, and a list (compiled by Leslie Simons and myselflast year) which 
seems to have helped everyone bring along what was necessary to the open water. The map to Wilson's lodge 
seems to work very well, but every time I've used the map to Cedar Point, I've had problems, so it's probably 
me, but anyone who can draw a better map, and/or give better directions than the present Cedar Point map, 
will be officially recognized and thanked by me, and published next year instead of the present one. (I bet 
nobody submits a better map, see comment in next paragraph) 

Now is it me, or is nobody out there reading the Waterlog??? I advertise a great contest complete with 
scuba prizes, for simply guessing when assistant Editor Leslie Simons is going to deliver her bundle of joy, and 
I get a total of 4 entries, FOUR!! ! and t~o of them guessed in the first and second week of April, when I 
clearly stated she wasn't due until the *END* of APRIL. Geezzzz! ! ! IF you guys don't want to win any prizes 
for simply guessing Leslie's due date, then I will not bother to hold any contests at all!! But I don't want to 
hear any whining, snivelling, or complaining about contests and other features which make our Waterlog an 
enjoyable read. 

It must be spring in the air or something, but can you believe that one of our students tossed his 
Canada Post delivered Waterlog out thinking it was "Junk Mail"?? And just by coincidence, the students 
wrote their Scuba Exams last week, so I"m going to talk to Leonard about adjusting their score just a little bit 
Bwah hahahahahahahahah ...... . 

I hope that all the students are planning on attending King Neptune's Party, otherwise known as the 
club annual awards night, on the Saturday following the Open Water. I know one student who's going to have 
to beg directions from someone in the class hehehehehe.. You'll get to meet the other denizens of the scuba 
club and be handed your Official Club Guppy Diploma's by King Neptune himself (Ifwe can feed him enough 
brown pops to make an appearance). The official ACUC diploma will be sent in the mail later on this summer 
after it gets properly processed by ACUC. (remember Alf, the instructors prefer Rum and Coke, very cold, 
lots of ice at the open water) Who says we can't be bought?? and cheaply too!! 

On another note, our rescue mission for the errant weight belt is serious business and we will be doing 
a dive with a purpose on Saturday afternoon. 

I'm hoping to recover the weightbelt, and to that end Kathy has written an article pleading for anyone 
to help join the search efforts on the Saturady afternoon of the open water. Too bad it's in 100+ feet of wa
ter, or I know a vast majority of club members would be helping. Anyone who has been to the bottom of 
Devil's face knows the lovely warm, sunny conditions at 110' (said with tongue in cheek). 

The next edition of the Waterlog will be published sometime after the Cedar point dive, and will have 
an article on the Open Water, and to this end, I'm asking any one of our students to consider submitting an 
article based on their open water experience. This is a unique experience for all students, and it's always in
teresting hearing about the open water from a student's perspective. Please contact me if you would be so 
kind as to volunteer for writing duties. Until the open water, take care, and afterwards, safe diving. 



1999 Open Water Important Information For All! 

Now that the 1999 dive season is fast approaching, here's a short checklist of things you will need, other than your dive 
gear. This is by no means a complete list, but just some of the things you should think about bringing along. This will be espe
cially helpful to our newer divers. Whether a one day trip or a weekend dive, these things are pretty much essential: 
=> Map to get you to the boat (check Waterlog or ask a club member if you don't have one), and be sure to show up on time as 

the boat *WILL* leave witlwutyou if you are late!! 
=> Wann Clothing ie sweatshirt, long pants, jacket, hat, even on warm days, these come in handy after a chilly dive! 
=> Towel (yes you would forget it wouldn't you) 
=> Lunch, snacks etc. 
=> Drinks, water, pop, juice, coffee, tea (all of which fit neatly in a small cooler with the lunch) 
=> Gravol (if you are so inclined) 
=> Mosquito repellent (don't rely on Claude's natural attractiveness to mosquitoes to save you) 
=> Sunscreen 
More stuff, see below for the open water on May 28 to May 30. 

We Need Your Mug Shot for the Open Water!! 
As pictures are now being included on your open water certification cards, please bring a (roughly) pass
port sized picture to the open water. It should have a picture of your head and shoulders, (yes, from the 
front) but doesn't have to be an official passport picture, just roughly one that size. It can be colour or 
black and white . (Call Leonard if you have any questions) 

As the open water weekend of May 28 to May 30 is a special case, there are a few things that everyone will have 
to bring in addition to Leslie's list above. .. Namely: 
0 Bedding (beds are supplied, but the coverings are not) along with your favourite pillow for a good night's sleep. 
0 Two lunches (for Saturday and Sunday lunch breaks) .. a small cooler is a good idea, although the cabins all 

have fridges and stoves. Saturday's dinner is provided as is breakfast on Saturday and Sunday. 
0 Bug repellent (baseball bats would not be considered overkill with these Muskoka grown carnivorous insects) 
0 Ear plugs because your roonunate (who has sworn that he/she doesn't snore) really does 
0 Dive gear (yes we have had people actually forget their dive gear, but we won't mention any names hahahahah) 
0 Map to Skeleton Lake (see later on in this Issue for official map to Wilson's Lodge) 
0 Several changes of clothes (unless you don't want to use bug repellent, just your "natural" odeur). 
0 Something to keep you ~used in the evenings, when you have some free time and feel particularly anti~social 
0 Those cute bunny slippers your Aunt Debra gave you for Easter last year 
O Extra towels (For when your first one does NOT dry in time) 
0 Camera (to capture those truly amazing moments when Brian, Steve and Leonard are actually wet and in the water) 
0 Something to drink (recreational and other liquids) ... yes you get very thirsty sucking dry air from a tank all day 
O Soap, shampoo (yes hot water showers are available, and we do want you smelling your Sunday best) 
O Other personal items (rotodents, toothpaste, toothbrush, deodorant (see clothes above), personal medication,whips, 

chains handcuffs, lubri .. oops, sorry, wrong list 
0 

Important Notice!!! 
You should already have been to see Leonard to be properly fitted for your wetsuit by the 
time you get this newsletter, if not, see him immediately unless you have made other plans 
for your wetsuit rental. He only has so many of each size available on a first come, first 
served basis. 
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ARGO-NAUT DIVERS . 
CEDAR POINT 

June 11f-/9":f 

Dive from the "Argo-Naut Divers". 
The boat leaves Cedar Point at 8:30 a.m. 

_Bring one tank. There is air on board. 
Cost is $5S. 00. 

c.t-"N ~AY 

G~t'~ ~~~•N< 
~'/,...,~T 

- S'To& .. 
c. '(01J'11e. 5 .... ~ •• ,,.,.) 

au. f ci.is..1.. 
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DIRECTIONS TO CEDAR POlNt~ 
(lDay olve) 

From Toronto - Take HWY. 400- North of 
Barrie take HWY. 27 to BtMvALB. About 
~ mile pa•t Elmval• _ turn lett to SIMCO 
road 16. Go through WYEVA.t.B and 
PERXINSFIELD. Nhen you reach a l~op 
sign with an ESSO atatioh on your 
right, turn left to LAFONTAINE. Paaa 
Lafontaine,down a short hill and turn 
right to a •T" in road and turn left. 
After a ~ mile take tirst right then 
left and down hill to CEDAR POINT dock. 

~ 

\ 

We'will be diving in clear water on the 
"Marquette" (a wooden schooner), the 
"Maple Dawn" (a steel freighter), and 
the "Lottie Wolf" (another schooner). 
The deepest dive will be fourty feet. 

Bring your lunch. A steak B.B.Q. will 
be held prior to returning to Cedar 
Point in the evening. 

This has always been an excellent dive 
excursion, both for the day, for the 
diving; and an easy dive for the new 
diver. 



May,28,29 
&30 

June 19 

CANADIAN SUB AQUA CLUB 
1999 DIVE SCHEDULE 

Checkout weekend S~eleton Lake. Wilson's lodge (bring two tanks) 
Fri. & Sat. night accommodation. Sat. & Sun. continental breakfast included. 
Sat. night barbecue dinner included. Bring lunch for two days. 
Dive Co-ordinator: Leonard Teuma-Castelletti, 905-660-6359. Cost $95. 

Dive Georgian Bay on the Argonaut diver at Cedar Point. Air on board 
Steak barbecue after dive, included. Excellent dive for new certified divers. 
Wrecks: the Marquette, the Michigan, Mapledawn and more. Spots for 16 divers. 
Dive Co-ordinator: David Wong, ~ost $55. 
Five spots for non-divers, $25 each. 

The following two dives will be co-ordinated by the club in partnership with 
Leonard Teuma-Castelletti. Both dives can accommodate up to 20 divers, with 
up to 10 spots available through the club and 10 available to dive shop clients. 
A guaranteed good time and an opportunity to dive with some new buddies! 

J uiy 17&18 Dive Kingston two days. 10 divers maximum. Two dives per day plus one night dive. 
Dive wrecks like the Wolflslander, George A. March & Comet. 
Arrange your own accommodation: camp, arrange your hotel, or book B&B. One 
possible location is the Museum Ship Alexander Henry. Call 
Bring two tanks. Dive Co-ordinator: Kathy Kruschel, 

Aug. 14&15 Dive Brockville two days. Canada's warmest dive destination. Many wrecks and 
scrounge opportunities. Great lunch included on dive boat. 10 divers maximum. 
Hotel & Camping available. Bring two tanks. Dive co-ordinator: Lisa Sherin 905-
707-1773 . Cost$ 65/day . 

Aug. 21 Kirkfield Quarry, located close to Fenelon Falls, is an excellent one-day 
dive. When the quarry filled, much equipment was left behind. 
Carol & Bill Hughes have invited the club for a B.B.Q at their house after the dive. 
Follow Hwy #48 to signs for Kirkfield lift lock. Meet at Lock's Nest Restaurant at 
9.30 am. BBQ will be at Carol & Bill's. Bring your family! The non-divers are 
welcome to wait for our return at Bill & Carol's house. Cost $5. How can you beat 
that price? A nice day trip. And remember last year!!! 

Sept. 11&12 Dive Tobermory on the "Lark" on Saturday, Sunday shore dive. Two tanks. 
Camping at Tobermory Village campground or arrange your own 
accommodation. Barbecue Saturday night at Art Amos' place. Art is providing 
the food for the barbecue. B.Y.O.B 
Dive Co-ordinator: Art deWaard ·Cost $55 

Dates and cost in bold are final. 



Brockville Aug. 16, 17 

oin the club this summer at one of 
o's warmest and most diverse diving 

locations. 

Brockville offers up some of the best scuba diving for 
both the beginner and advanced diver. The club has 
booked spots for 10 members for the weekend of 
Aug. 16 and 17. We will be joined by 10 people 
booked through Leonard Teuma-Castelletti's dive 
shop. 

For $65 per day, plus accommodation - you can 
arrange it yourself or stay in an affordable motel to be 
booked by the club - you get: 
./ 2 dives a day 
./ A great lunch on board Saturday 

Bring your gear and two full tanks (no air on 
board). 

The wrecks we may check out this year include: 

Built in 1908, the Keystorm was a 2,300 ton (256' 
x43') steel steamer with two boilers and a three
cylinder engine was. She was carrying 2,200 tons of 
coal bound for Ohio on Oct. 12, 1912 when she sank 
stern first, rolling over. The Keystorm lays on her 
starboard side; her bow is at 20 feet depth and her 
stern is at 115 feet. A great range for all divers. 
She was rediscovered by accident by divers diving the 
Henry C. Daryaw. The Keystorm is a now well. 
visited wreck. The bow line is a good place to dive, 
entering into 20 depth and connecting to the bow. 
you can see the large gash on her bow showing why 
she sank. Once you check out the bow area, you can 
follow the shallow port side -- if experiencei;i, all the 
way to her stern for a look at her prop at 115 feet. 
When you work your way back, you can stop 

midship, pushing off at about 30 to 50 ft., allowing 
you to see the Keystorm from bow to stern. 

This two-masted schooner was built in 1868. She 
was sailing with 500 tons of coal destined for 
Brockville when on Aug. 5, 1877 a sudden squall 
shifted her cargo and pinned her against an island, 
capsizing and sinking her. The large rudder sits 
upstream with a broad square stern resting on the 
rock ledges that support her. Located on the 
upstream/channel side of Sparrow Island in the 
Brockville narrows, Lillie is one of Ontario's most 
famous wrecks. She' s at 40 to 60 ft . 

This 219 ft . steel freighter, built in France, received a 
big gash on her starboard side when she ran over a 
shoal in the early 1900s. She is accessible from 60 to 
80 feet. The bow area has many items of interest to 
divers and you can go up to the keel to do a "walk". 
This area lets you see the gash in the bottom. 

Upstream from the Brockville narrows, the Daryaw 
rests upside down at a depth of 95 ft. Divers can see 
the large twin props and rudder as they descend the 
buoy line. 

These are just a few of the wrecks we may vis~t in 
Brockville. Non-divers will also have a good time. 
The scenery is beautiful and by August, the w~ter 
will be warm, warm, warm. To sign up, call dive co
ordinator Lisa Sherin at 

. You can also e-mail 
me at phoenx@interlog.com . 

Lisa Sherin, editor emeritus 



For Sale!! NIKONOS VUIWCAMERA 

LENS • 35MM & 28MM 
STROBE • IKELITE MV with SLAVE = IKELITE MS 
SPOTTING LIGHT 
ALUMINIUM CASE 
ALL REQUIRED FITTINGS 

PRICE $1,200 

CALL - CHARLIE CREAl\tIER 

Open Water Rescue Mission 
by Kathy Kroschel 

This is NOT the Nikonos V. but it 
looks good doesn't it? 

A reminder that, with the Skeleton Lake weekend of May 29th approaching, the club will require our 
bravest and most (sado?) masochistic divers to assist in the rescue of a sunken weight belt which lies at the 
bottom of the lake off Devil's Face. 

You may recall the plight of this unfortunate neon pink weight belt, which was dropped by yours truly, 
as I was climbing into a boat a year ago on this same fateful weekend. A year of sand and silt have no doubt 
covered up this belt which now lies in some 1 Oo+ feet of water, but I have faith in the resourcefulness of our 
"search and rescue" divers. At least the belt itself will hopefully be sticking out of the mud, and we will be 
able to see it in the murky depths. 

This is a dive that screams out fot the likes of Steve Simpson or Steve Hawker, or any other diver 
wishing to prove his merit. 

The approximate location of the belt is known and on Saturday afternoon a search party will be 
organized. Talk to either Brian or Leonard if you wish to be a part of this underwater mission. 

A prize will be awarded to the successful diver or buddy pair, and as an added bonus your story- will 
be written up in the Waterlog. 

May the best diver win!! (or find the*$#@&&@ weight belt). 

A Message From Your Friendly Course/Training Director 
(AKA Leonard of course) 

Notice to Students!! If, when you read this, you have 
not yet contacted Leonard, then chances are you will 
not be going to the open water at Skeleton Lake!! 
Do it now!!! 
(LTC) 
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Mini Waterlog Edition 

Fall Classes in Jeopardy!! 

Lecture tin1e! ! 
(or Brian's ·on his soapbox again!!) 

Leonard runs an Advanced Course 

Waon1e Dive Upcon1i11g! 
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{jfr@m The [dit@r' s Desk 
First of all, I hope all of our readers are safe and happy after a great kickoff to the diving season a 

couple of months ago. As some of you may know, I have left my safe, cushy, highly paid job with the 
government, whereby I sat around and stared out the window all day, while collecting unbelieveable benefits, 
not to mention an early retirement, and happily entered the world of the "private sector". I am now working 
in the financial planning field, having taken courses (and passed) and becoming properly licensed in Ontario. 
I should have done it years ago!! Of course this means that I've been so busy that I have not had time to do 
the Waterlog. 

I have had three offers to write articles on our open water (from students), but of course, none of these 
offers have actually resulted in any form df scribbling, so once again, the empty offers pour in. I also had a 
great offer to write up an article for the club's visit to Kingston, but alas, another empty offer, big surprise 
there huh? 

So my fellow club members, with nobody but me willing to write anything for this rag, and with m 
with very little time to do a proper job of this rag, (at this point) I once again, slam together a quickie editio1 

to bring you up to date on some important developments. Please read the article on the pool closing 
or you may find yourself on the pool doorstep with the doors locked in September!! 

I am planning on putting a special Waterlog together, summing up the Open Water Weekend, King 
Neptune's Party and maybe even the great Kingston Dive, but I'm not sure when I'll be able to get to it. Tf 
someone wants to submit an article on anything our club has done this summer, I'd gladly accept it fo r the nex. 
Waterlog, but of course I don't expect much . 

Finally, I had to get on my well-worn soapbox once again, near the end of this issue If you don't want 
to hear my lecture, please ignore the last few pages. 

Safe Diving to all ... 



For Sale 
Aqua-lung Technisub "Blade". open heel. Rated by 

Rodale' s Scuba-lab as one of the two top performing 
fins. 

Color: 
Size: 
Condition: 
Price: 

Contact: -
neon yellow 
large 

like new 
$65.00 

Please note: I received a beautifully scanned 
image of these fins from an advertisement 
via the internet. It took me 4 attempts, and 
over an hour to download the huge (>700K) 
file, and after a lot of swearing at the person 
who sent me this image (not Tony), I de
cided that since I don't have a colour printer, 
and since these are a pair of fins, and since 
most of our membership can recognize a 
pair of fins at least two out of three .times, I 
wasn't going to print the nice colour image. 
My apologies to Tony for that. The fins 
seen at right are close enough. Call Tony if 
you want to see the real deal. 

no taxes 
Res. 416-392--1268 · Bus. 



Pool Closing May Mean No Fall Classes!! 

You may already know that our pool closes for two weeks in the last two weeks of August every year, 
in order to perform routine maintenance activities. However this year, according to reliable sources, the pool 
is to be closed from the middle of August until the first week of October which may mean that there is not 
enough pool time to do a fall scuba class this year. 

Supposedly (according to rumours) the pool is installing a "de-humidifier" in the pool area, or 
somewhere in the building in order to reduce the humidity that naturally occurs when one has a very large 
body of water in an enclosed space. Why anyone would attempt to subvert the natural phenomenon of 
evaporation in an indoor pool is beyond me, but nonetheless that's the situation, meaning that the pool will be 
opened on October 4 instead of the beginning of September as in previous years . 

Our hard.oworking executive had an emergency meeting on August 9, to discuss the alternatives and 
we decided that if we could weasel a few extra half hour sessions in addition to our normal pool times from 
the Parks and Rec folks, that we could probably get by with the few missed pool sessions in September. 
However, if these extra half hours are not available, it may be necessary to cancel the fall classes and only hold 
the usual spring class. We'll let you know if anything changes, but. .... . . 

The status of the whole thing is as follows: Sign up night for the fall class is Monday 
September 13, and there will be no pool session for that night. The next time that t 
pool will be open for our members and for the fall class on a regular basis, will be on 
October 4, 1999. There will be no earlier pool sessions. 

A Special note from Leonard to our niembership 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 26th 

THE WAOME LAKE MUSKOKA 

CONTACT LEONARD AT (905) 660-6359 FOR DETAILS 

He will also be running an Advanced Course that same weekend!!! 
Price for course $165.00 includes cabin room Sat. night & boat fees for the 

WAOME (Student supplies equipment) 

15 logged dives required to take the Advanced course. 
(Yet another reason to log all of your dives!!) 



A Word To The Wise 
(by Brian on his damned soapbox again) 

So far, as long as I've been teaching with the Canadian Sub Aqua Club (over 5 years now), we have 
had a relatively safe diving record . There have been a few "near misses" by some folks, and the Gods have 
stepped up to the plate and let them come away unscathed, but this will not always be the case. 

I have been associated with several Greater Toronto Diving clubs, and every single one of these clubs 
has at least as much safety built into their club diving events as we do, and most have even more. For 
instance, nobody goes into the water when diving with the Scarborough Underwater club, unless there are at 
least two safety divers suited up and in the water beforehand . They also do not permit anyone with a basic 
certification to dive below 60 feet regardless of the number of dives, the number of years they have been 
diving, and regardless of how easy and safe the dive is. This is a fairly common approach taken by ali clubs. 

I 

When I first started with the Canadian Sllb Aqua club, I realized there were a few members who have 
been diving as long as I have (or nearly), when tre only certifications one could achieve were "Scuba diver", 
Dive master (which came into being a few years after I started diving) or Instructor. With this background in 
mind, I wasn't surprised, when older, basic diver~ , with many years experience under their belts, would dive 
below 60 feet, after all, they were certified years ~go, had tougher courses to pass, and had a lot of experience. 
However, over the years, the basic course has b~en "dumbed down" (my and many others' opinions) so that 
the lowest common denominator could pass with (semi) reasonable intelligence and with the ability to float for 
16 lengths, and I'm not so sure the standards and r bilities of a fe': years ago have kept pace. 

Having said all that, I have heard of several of our newly certified divers complaining about not being 
permitted to do certain (more extreme) dives whef1 diving with the club. I would like to point out, that almost 
any newly certified diver can do almost any dive 1hat is normally done in Ontario, and 9 times out of l 0, they 
will come back alive. However, when you get to that one time out of ten, where things don't go right, that' s 
when things get exciting. If these new divers wOL~ld take the Rescue Diver course, they would certainly have 
their eyes opened about all the things that *could* possibly go wrong, and how to deal with them. It's quite 
easy to get a driver's license in Ontario, and the newly licensed driver could easily drive on the 401, but does 
that make them safe drivers?? I don't think so!! I 

I 

Another thing I'd like to mention is that our club insurance is premised on the instru<;:tors and dive 
masters following the prescribed "rules" of safe diving. They assume that we are following the established 
guidelines, which have been put in place to protect everyone, meaning that divers who are certified at higher 
levels than basic, such as Advanced, Rescue Diver, Master Diver, and Divemaster, have gained the necessary 
experience and knowledge to allow them to dive safely in more extreme conditions. Until you take these 
courses, you will not even begin to appreciate the difficulties that could arise, not to mention the problems 
associated with helping your buddy out who is having trouble in these . conditions. Any violation of 
established safe diving practices by our club or it's members would probably result in the cancellation of our 
insurance, and that would almost certainly mean the demise of our club, as we cannot dive or train students 
without insurance. 

Lastly, as instructors, Leonard, Steve and I have the obligation of protecting the students, newly 
certified divers and club members from themselves. We must ensure that everyone dives withing their safety 
and comfort zones, and when they stray from these zones, (for example during some training exercises) they 
are properly supervised, and kept as safe as possible under the circumstances. The more you dive, and the 
more continuing education that people gain, the more they will see the problems that can arise, and the 



potential for serious accidents to happen. If you check out the neat la tin phrase on the front page, it means, 

(roughly translated) safety through education. This phrase and saying is there for a reason! 

From A TEN YEAR SUMMARY OF SPORT DIVING FATALITIES IN ONTARIO (1979 -
1988), which was published by the Ontario Underwater Council a few years ago, I'd like to quote the 
following text : "In re-assessing the 3 1 ~atalities that took place during 26 incidents, the most disturbing 
realization is that none of these deaths should have occurred. If one cause could be cited it would be a singular 
"lack of common sense." In most incidents the victims and their buddies set themselves up for the scenarios 
that evolved. Many other divers have done some of the same things wrong that these victims did and were 
lucky they survived. Thirty-one divers paid the price for not being conscientious in their pursuit of safe 
recreational diving practices. From these incidents, the diving community has the opportunity to learn and 
hopefully grow in its appreciation of the need for constant reevaluation of diving practices with a view to 
upgrading safety." 

The report goes on to say .. "All training agencies include as part of their teaching curriculum, a 
discussion of the need for training. This encompasses the rational for not taking uncertified friends diving, as 
well as the need for continuing education in preparation for more advanced diving experiences. However 
some divers still believe they are doing a friend a favour by borrowing some gear and taking him/her diving." 
This is something that we as instructors, are always warning our students about. 

"Over Confidence 
"A surprisingly large number of deaths (10) occurred on training dive ."Ofnote, is that with one exception, 
these were not entry level training programs but rather advanced sport diving training and commercial 
training. The limited information available about the circumstances surrounding these incidents leads to the 
suspicion that over confidence, on the . part of the advance divers as well as the instructors, in the 
capabilities of these divers may have contributed to these deaths." 

"Over 20% of the incidents took place during ice, night, and deep dives." 

"As these activities require a higher level of psychological preparedness and dive planning they are not to be 
embarked upon by novices; they are for advanced divers. To develop the level of comfort necessary to execute 
these types of dives safely it is necessary to have logged numerous dives beyond basic certification and to 
participate in advanced training courses to learn the techniques specific to these forms of diving." 

"Unfortunately, all divers do not understand that an entry level certification is only a license to Team. 
Entry level certification does not, cannot and should not prepare a diver for all types of dil1ing 
experiences. Advanced diving should not prepare a diver for all types of diving et:periences. Advanced 
diving should be progressed to as a result of ex:perience and training. Without an understanding of the 
need for both of these prerequisites the diver is likely to be fooled into a false sense of confidence about 
his diving capabilities which may ultimately result in inappropriate reactions in a tight situation. " 

Stepping off my now-worn soap box, I would encourage any club member to borrow my copy of this 
very interesting and informative publication, and learn why and how 31 divers died in Ontario, during this time 
period. Only through education and experience will our club members improve their diving abilities. 

In closing, I would like to stress to all club members, that our club, and the ACUC have one main goal, 
and that is Safe Diving. Please help us to achieve that goal. I ***NEVER*** want to see any of our students' 
or club members' names in the OUC underwater fatality reports. 
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1999 Guppies Graduate!! 

End of Diving season 1999 

Left to right, Middle row Bruce(? LTC student) Kristen Brown, her dad Chris Brown (seated), Alan 
Green (seated), Pat D'alessandro (kneeling) Standing behind Pat are (from Right to left) Gary Quig
gan, Bruce White and his son Stephen, Derrick Cheung, and center, back, Alf Hepplestone 
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(frr@m the [dit@r' s Desk 
\Yell, it's been a very busy summer, and the diving has 

been great!! As you read this, I regret to inform the readership 
that our own Julie Mackenzie has suffered a series of mini
strokes and is undergoing tests and treatment, and hopefully is 
on the way to recovery. Paul Hacker has kindly consented to 
cover the Treasurer's duties, thanks Paul!! As well, Steve 
Simpson met with an unfortunate motorcycle accident this 
August, and as this is written, is hobbling around on crutches 
having damaged his left knee very badly. He also wrote off his 
custom built, award winning Harley, which must *really* hurt! 
Let's hope he can recover and resume his pursuit of a career in 
scuba instruction. 

Unfortunately, with my new career started this past 
May, I haven't had the time to do a thorough job of the 
Waterlog, so thankfully, Editor Emeritus Lisa Sherin, jumped in with both feet and produced a great summary 
of the diving this summer. There is lots of information in this edition, so read it carefully and don't miss 
anything! 

Lastly, this will be my last Waterlog as I do not have the time to do a proper job of it. I've always 
maintained that if you do something, you should do it right, or don't do it at all. I would like to thank former 
Waterlog Editor and social committee member Theo Wiersma, for being so kind as to take over the duties as 
Editor of this great rag . Theo has tons of experience and lots of enthusiasm, and . i . 

hopefully, he will get a lot of support from our members. Lastly, I wish to sincerely thank :~;ll.i~i~~; 
''Iii -.../~ , "r ,,,. 

Claude, and Toshiba Canada who are responsible for the neat colour photographs you see .. ~ · · !J!!!. .. 
in the Waterlog. These pies cost about a dollar per page to pro9uce, and really make this-?~· · · ·~{~ 
rag look good. Thanks Claude!!! Safe diving to all!!! :2c;_,,1''/_.· ......-- .~1.· " ~ ...... 

-- r..1 :~~, ~,;5:!.J~: 

""' ''· ~ ·'''""" , ... f 'f .... , 

Election Results! 
After a heated race, President Don Woods was pursuaded to take the helm of the club 

once again, as he did such a great job in the recent past. Due to Julie's recent health problems, 
fonner Secretary, Paul Hacker has kindly agreed to fill that position for the time being. Lisa 

Sherin is our new secretary, and David Wong has once again taken the 
:~'ili\ · ~ ·ji ·~: position of Safety Director. Various members of the club have stepped 
.,fp;l ~I~,,-. 1 

~~·~· ~~~: forward to help in the running of the club, and if you check out the Rogues 
;;~~ · •, ·-~fr Gallery, you will see the new roster of club officials. The next executive 

.~ii1il1, 1.; '. ~- meeting will be held on December 1st at the home of Joyce and Clark Forster, 
:~\~- 1 ~ i;5:!.J'-: • 
·(~!1· ~ ·!!:7'~· at in Willowdale. Please be ther~ at 7:45PM. Any club 

. member interested in helping out on any of the committees is more than 
welcome to attend. Clark's phone number is on the second page of this rag. 



A special Summer Report 
by Lisa Sherin, Editor Emeritus 

Club members had the chance to experience some great dives and good times this past summer -- thanks to a 
combination of new sites and a few club favorites . 

The season opened with a hectic but rewarding weekend at Skeleton Lake at the open water weekend to cer
tify new divers. Club members and instructors gathered at Wilson' s Lodge to put new divers to the test with 
a number of drills, safety exercises and training scenarios. The weekend ended with the famous wall dive at 
Devil's Face - a challenging dive for both new and experienced divers. 

As usual, the event was an excuse for club members to party on both Friday and Saturday nights, and to start 
planning for a summer of diving and socializing. The weather was spectacular and both John Sherin and Theo 
Wiersma were an impressive shade of red once they finished their duties as the safety team in the row boat. 

- -- -~ - . >.,.---. ..._..........._ -- - - --

The socializing continued with King Neptune's Party the next weekend, at Art and Lukie deWaard's house. 
The new club members received their "guppy award" for having successfully earned their c-card. The new 
members are: Pat D'Alessandro, Alan Green, Mr. Chris Brown and his daughter Kristen, Gary Quiggan Mr. 
Bruce White and his son Steve, AlfHepplestone, and Derrick Cheung. 

It was great to see so many of the new divers at some of the club dives this summer. I wasn't at Cedar Point 
this year, but I hear it was fully booked. And the Kingston Dive, organized jointly by Kathy Kroschel and 
Leonard Teuma-Castelletti, also had a waiting list. 

The Kingston Dive landed in the middle of a heat wave, and most club members lost a few pounds sweating 
it out in their wetsuits. Boy, did it feel great getting in the water. We loaded up on two boats and headed out 
to several different wrecks - from depths of about 60 to over 100 feet. The club members on this dive in
cluded: Leonard, Claude Delliac, Carol Hughes, Brian and Kathy Kroschel, Ian McKay, John and Lisa 
Sherin, Gary Quiggan, Helen Tarai and AlfHepplestone. There were also a lot of familiar faces and former 
students of Len and Brian's (former club members) that booked through LTC Scuba. 

A near-perfect weekend, with dives on the Marsh, Comet and Wolflslander. I use the phrase "near perfect" 
because I have to mention the fact that a few people forgot to take a few sea-sickness pills Saturday morn
ing. I won't say any names, but one club couple was looking veeery green for a time whiie one or two others 
also fed the fish pretty generously. However, the lake was much calmer Su~day, and Ian and Robin (oops!) 
felt well enough to even accept Bill McLaren and Lyn Gatt's offer of a slice of kielbasa at lunch. 

Another highlight of the weekend was the tour given by Alf and Gary of their digs on the museum ship 
Alexander Henry. We all marveled at the way Alf could actually scrunch himself up small enough to fit into 
his sailor's berth. Gary somehow rated a cabin for a more senior crewman and after haggling with the man
agement, also got Alf a better spot. But, after all that, Alf was ensconced comfortably on his bunk and re
fused to move. 

The next highlight of the summer was the Brockville dive, organized by myself and Leonard. Another great 
weekend, this one in August. Club members on this event included Art Dewaard and his son, Stephen, myseli 
and John, club president Don Woods and his wife Alida, Carol Hughes, Ian ~'lcKay, with Robin Gerofsky, 
and Leonard. Lyn and Bill were also along as were many regulars from the dive shop. Most of us stayed in a 
motel near the highway and met in the bar on Friday night. Len later served drinks in his room and the more 
experienced divers told tales of the legendary currents in the St. Lawrence. 



I was completely paranoid by the next day, and convinced I was gonna die. Even the reassurances oflan and 
Robin didn't make me feel much better. The most challenging dive wasn't so deep, but we were required to 
step kamikaze style off the boat in about 15 seconds flat and swim like heck towards Sparrow Island, that 
lies in a channel near the wreck Lillie Parsons. The idea is to aim for the anchor chain on the island and ig
nore the possibility that you might get swept out in the shipping (lanes) challenge if you miss .. ... 

One! Two! Three! Off we jumped without a pause. I swam like a fiend and didn ' t look left or right. There 
was no way I was going to be the only one who didn' t make it. Before long, we were clinging like seaweed 
to the rocks off the island. We were all there, tired but exhila
rated. John and I followed Steve Hawker down the chain into 
the current. The chain led to the wreck, which is a two-masted 
schooner. A lot of the other club members didn't bother with the 
wreck - they just descended to 30 feet, let go and did a nice drift 
dive along the island to a cove where our dive boats awaited us. 
A great experience - I can't wait until next year to do it all 
agam. 

Another must-see wreck in Brockville is the Keystorm. People 
told me that it is a wreck you never tire of, because each time 
you see something new. John and I descended and couldn't be
lieve our eyes. Tons of divers slowly finning around this huge, 
256-foot steel steamer. It was incredible! Most of the club took 
off towards the stern to see the giant prop at 115 ft., but as a 
fairly new diver, I hovered around 75 ft. 

The weekend also saw us visiting the Henry C. Daryaw, a steel 

a 
freighter, the America, a steel drill barge, and the Muscallonge, a steamer (hundreds of fish!) 

The weekend was great, but we've persuaded Leonard to book a hotel with hot tubs next year. Got to warm 

up after getting out of those wetsuits! 

That was it for club dives for me this summer, but I understand members also met at Kirkfield Quarry, with a 
barbecue afterwards hosted by Carol and Bill Hughes. And, a club tradition, a Tobermory dive1and a barbe
cue at Art Amos' place was held to round out the season. 

Keep your gear ready for a great season next year and in the meantime, make sure you take advantage of any 
club events over the winter. Keep posted for pub nights ... theater events and more . 

. . . Lisa Sheri.n ... (editor emeritus) 



Letter to the Editor From Alf Hepplestone 
Dear Brian 

I write in response to you resent article" A Word to the Wise". 

For various reasons my name has appeared in the Waterlog quite a few times since I joined the club as a 
student for the 98/99-winter course. 

. .Although nar:nes are not mentioned in this particular article on safety it will be quite apparent to your readers 
that in light of the noise I made about the Kingston trip I am indeed one the newly certified or dumbed down 
divers ... with the semi reasonable intelligence and the ability to float for 16 lengths ... 

I should mention here that working in the metallurgical field as I do safety practice and implementation occu
pies 99% of my every day live. Some of your readers will know that I have just returned to Thornhill after a period of 
6 weeks touring on my motorcycle whereby I covered 20,000 km on two continents and throughout that time and dis
tance the safeiy oLmyself and other's-was uppermost in my mind, 24hrs a day every day. ·- • 

With the apparent emphasis on safety in the article and the safe practice of all club members ... my col
league and I are quite startled to find ourselves on page 5. Your 4th paragraph which is aimed directly at us starts 
with the words I have heard ... meaning in short that I was not there, I have not spoken to both parties and therefore I 
write this article on hear say alone. Nevertheless my colleague and I want to join with you in emphasizing safety in all 
things and at all times and it is with your comments in mind that I write this response to you and the other officials of 
the club who were also not there, and I emphasize the words not there 

This is our side of the story. The occasion was the club weekend dive in Kingston Ontario and our first dive I 
day was Saturday the 17th of July. My dive buddy was Teo Wiersma and I'm sorry I cannot say who my colleague 
was buddied with but I feel sure that he would have felt just as comfortable with his as I was with mine, after all dur
ing the short time we have been with the club logic seems to have been applied to the safe pairing of us novices with 
experienced members whom we have come to know, trust and rely upon. This is the kind of planning and pairing 
which eases the tension that is naturally present when one moves from the pool to open water diving situations. Dur
ing our Saturday dives we visited the wreck of the "Comet" first at a depth of 24m followed in the afternoon by a dive 
to the "Wolf Islander'' at a depth of 22m. For these dives we were under the watchful eye of Dive Master Claude De I
liac. At the end of our first day of diving we were told that Sunday's dives would be leaving from the same plce at 
9:30am and we should be prompt or we would be left behind . My colleague and I were excited at the opportunity to 
follow Saturday's dives with another enjoyable day of diving in the same delightful company and so we arrived the 
following day raring to go at 9:15. To our amazement we found that all of the club officials whom we had dived with 
the day before and had come to know and trust over the last 7 months including teachers, dive masters and buddies 
had already left the dock and that we were to dive from a boat that had a complete stranger as its Skipper, no Dive 
Master on board ( I asked the skipper "who is the dive master"? and his word were "no one is the dive master we 
don 't have one on this boat") and the other divers were unknown to us. We were taken to a site designated by the 
organiser of the trip and the dives that followed were to the "George A Marsh" at 29 m and the "Effie May" and the 
"Aloha" both at 17 m. The weather conditions.were good and both dives were very comfortable but the atmosphere 
on board the boat was uneasy to say the least. My colleague and I felt that we had been snubbed by club officials 
and organisers alike. Even though we had arrived early, it seems the other boat with all the club hierarchy on board 
had left for a different site at 9:10. We were abandoned neigh pushed to one side and then left in the company of 
complete strangers with heaven knows what kind of qualifications and or experience. I wonder how all of the above 
fits into the insurance companies prescribed rules of "safe" diving ... and the what they would do to the clubs in
surance premium if they were made aware of it? 

In your article you state 
"We must ensure that everyone dives within their safety and comfort zones and when they stray from these 
zones they are properly supervised ... 
I would like to stress to all club members, that our club, and the ACUC have one main goal, and that is safe 
diving ... " 
I ask you as classroom teacher, edit and keeper of the oracle how the devil were you going to ensure the validity of 
the above two statements while you and the other club officials were several miles away from my colleague and my
self at. another dive site? 



You then go on to say: 
"Unfortunately, all divers do not understand that an entry level certification is only a license to learn ... " 
To the above statement I say to you that none of us are children, we all have open minds and know that there is_ 
much to learn and that we will be learning for years to come if not forever. What we needed on this second day of 
diving was someone to learn from. 

Yes upon our return to Toronto we complained, you have that part in your article correct but we were not 
complaining about anything which would have compromised safety, in fact just the opposite. We think that you and 
the other club organisers and officials were the ones who compromised safety by departing before the 
scheduled time and by leaving us dumned down ( novice ) divers in the company of strangers with un
known qualifications and without a Dive Master. 

Some months ago you sold me a regulator with the promise that I renew my membership to the club when it 
became due in the Autumn. Your words at that time were "you would be good for the club and the club would benefit 
by having you as a member". Well that time is now and I am ready to join if you and the other club members will 
have me, however I will not sit idly by and let safety take a back seat nor will I tread water while half told stories go to 
print. A simple 'phone call to both parties would have saved us a lot of time and effort, your two pages and my two 
pages. 

In light of the fact that on future dives many n.ew and existing club members will from time to-time be buddied with 
my colleague and I and having read your totally one sided article we hope we have dispelled any thoughts and fears 
they may have re: our commitment to safety and we thank you for printing our side of the story unedited and giving 
your readers the opportunity to get the whole picture. 

Thank you Alf Hepplestone PADI Advanced open water diver. TOI Nitrox diver 

MY colleague did write a letter for submission to your bulletin but as it was a little blunter and more to the point than 
mine and contained a few experlatives I thought discretion would be the better part of valour and so I have withheld 
it. 

Stay tuned for a future article re : my diving holiday in the Mediterranean. 



From left to right, assistant editor Leslie Simons, Julie Mackenzie, Safety Director David Wong, and 
Gail Forster, enjoy the great steak dinner at King Neptune's Party. 

I 
Kristen Brown receives her "guppy" diploma from King Neptune himself, while Brian 
and Leonard look on. (Note King Neptune leaning over for a try at a little peck on the 
cheek, with threatening weapon (trident) in his hand) 




